Doctors and People                                             189

the chapter on astronomy is full of chemical references.
Paracelsus, who believed in preparing his prescriptions himself,
poured biting irony on the doctors who had to take advice from
pharmacists.

"Like apprentices they ask: 'Master, what is this?' And
when the apothecary tells them the name, they say: 'Dear me,
is that so? I have read so much about it, but I would not have
recognized it.' Isn't it a shame that you should be taught by a
Jack Brewpunch?" 2

Alchemy, he thought, would help him accomplish the revolution
of medicine on both levels, scientific and moral Hence his con-
stant confusion of two different charges. The doctors were im-
moral because they despised chemistry, and they were ignorant
because they lacked "virtue." Among other achievements, the
Philosopher's Stone was to restore the ethical code of the guild.

"You feel safe when the magistrates support you; but that
prop will tumble down. Don't trust your Galen and Avicenna.
The Stone will be crushed and the Heaven [i.e., alchemy
and astronomy] will make new doctors who know the four
elements, magic and Cabbala. They will be adepts and
archei. They will be chemists and possess the quintessence.
They shall have arcana, the tinctures, and the mysteries.
Where will you flee before such a revolution? Who will paint
your wives' thin lips and their sharp noses?" 3

THE   MAGUS
Among the four pillars on which the art of medicine rests,
therefore, "virtue shall remain with the doctor until death, to
hold together the other three columns." 4 Like each plant and
metallic remedy, the doctor, too, must have a specific virtue. He